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Like a scene from Mozart in the Jungle, classically-trained singers held an “impromptu opera” in the middle of a busy public market in Mexico City this weekend. The August 25th performance of the stirring zarzuela La Tabernera del Pueblo, the AP reports, even moved some shoppers to tears.The surprise performance at Argentina Market is part

of Opera en el Mercado, a city-wide program designed to take classical music out of stuffy concert halls to public places where people gather. From June to November, singers will conduct surprise shows in several of Mexico City’s 300 food halls and 195 metro stations.Soprano Marlene Palomares emerges from the banana stall.Brava, Lydia
Rendon.“This is where our humanity connects—the food, the smells, the flavors—and it’s even better with music,” says mezzo-soprano Lydia Rendon, a music therapist who is part of the troupe.At times, the program, sponsored by the Instituto Nacional de Bellas Artes y Literatura, serves as a stage for the hidden talents of market vendors. The
troupe’s 50-year old tenor, Francisco Pedraza, sells shoes near the Basilica of Guadalupe. According to AP, Pedraza auditioned for the group’s artistic director who hired him on the spot. His wife tends to the shop when he performs.Tenor Dante Alcala.Eighteen-year-old fishmonger Jesus Montes, welcomed the break from his regular reggaeton
playlist. “Trying new things can be really beautiful, and sometimes it changes the way you think, which is what happened today,” he says.Opera en el Mercado performances aren’t unique to the Mexican capital city. Several pop-up operas have been held in boquerias throughout Spain and Italy. In 2010, singers from the Washington National Opera
and the Baltimore Symphony startled Whole Foods shoppers with a rendition of the drinking song from Giuseppe Verdi’s La Traviata. El Camion is Mexican-themed but, unlike the kitsch Baja Californian restaurant above — where you can corral generous burritos, tortas and tacos - it’s more a discerning basement drinking den where Dia de los
Muertos (Day of the Dead) iconography sits above a series of snugs. The drinks are overseen by maestro mixologist Dick Bradsell, there’s swift and smiling table service, and it’s open late. With 38 different bottles covering blanco (white), reposado (‘rested’) and afejo (‘aged’), it’s a temple to tequila. You can sip the better ones neat, but it'd be remiss
to ignore the marvellous margaritas, of which Tommy’s Margarita is the pick. Mezcal is also well represented, alongside several rum daiquiris and cachaca-driven batidas; bottled Mexican beers include Pacifico Clara, Bohemia and Negra Modelo. Photograph: Courtesy El SarapeChile relleno stuffed with shrimp at El SarapeThis beloved restaurant in
the Braintree neighborhood is generally regarded as the best Mexican food in Boston. Hearty dishes, including enchiladas in salsa verde and a house specialty of chicken or beef stewed with potatoes in a smoky chile ancho salsa, are some of the favorites on the from-scratch menu. There’s sangria to wash it down, and desserts like plantains topped
with cajeta (a goat’s-milk caramel) are worth saving room for. A friendly staff and festive, inviting atmosphere, with traditional wooden chairs and colorful South of the Border tchotchkes have kept Bostonites coming back for nearly 30 years.By entering your email address you agree to our Terms of Use and Privacy Policy and consent to receive emails
from Time Out about news, events, offers and partner promotions. Awesome, you're subscribed!Thanks for subscribing! Look out for your first newsletter in your inbox soon! More on Colombia More on Trip Planning We use cookies for analytics tracking and advertising from our partners. For more information read our privacy policy. Barton Springs
Road has plenty of family-friendly (read: tourist-friendly) dining options, but the street has had tough luck maintaining establishments with serious culinary reputations. El Alma's sprawling multi-tiered footprint was a step in the right direction thanks to a well-rounded menu offering a wealth of rarer taco varieties (lamb barbacoa, shrimp al pastor)
perfect right before a dip in the Springs, as well as hearty entrees to refuel after swimming. Don't miss their most popular dish, duck enchiladas in pasilla mole with almonds. It's also worth noting that El Chilito, El Chile, El Sapo and Alcomar all operate under the same management, with each offering reliably delicious takes on different types of
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